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shore, by which he passed.” They told us also that
Teonatirkon, our Seminarist had shared the same fate,
as I have explained above. Towards midnight an-
other canoe arrived, bringing five Hurons, who as-
sured us that the lake was swarming with the enemy,
and that they held all the avenues to the French.
[296i.e.,292] ‘‘ There were two of our canoes to-
gether,”” said they; ‘‘ having reached the entrance of
the lake, towards the Islands, we saw two other ca-
noes. The canoe that accompanied us wished to go
and reconnoitre them; and they, covering their evil
design, pretended to be continuing on their way, un-
til, seeing our companions far distant from us, they
rushed upon them. As they captured them, we
escaped in the darkness. Approaching the other
entrance, we heard a horrible noise; some one cries,
‘“ Who goes there? Of what nation are you?” Im-
mediately taking flight in another direction, we were
about to rush into another danger. For, as we were
already on the river, quite near the French settle-
ment, we intended to pitch our camp and obtain some
rest after our toilsome efforts to escape. Approach-
ing the shore, we discovered an ambuscade; and,
trying to turn back, two canoes at once dashed after
us so eagerly that they pursued us almost to your
settlement.”” Such are the stories related to us
by these poor barbarians. Monsieur the Governor
took it greatly to heart, as did all our Frenchmen,
that he could not drive these rovers away from us,
[297 i.e., 293] as we had so few men, and as it was not
right to leave our redout or palisade without defense.
These poor people brought me a brief letter from Fa-
ther Paul Ragueneau, who writes thus: ‘‘ This canoe
which I found behind the others, bringing up the



